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International wine industry ‘carbon footprint’ protocol development

The FIVS Fall Conference (Brussels, 11-12 October 2007) was briefed on a new wine industry initiative to develop an international protocol for the calculation of wine carbon footprints. 

The initiative is being undertaken by a partnership of wine industry bodies in South Africa, California (US), New Zealand and Australia. Key to the process will be achieving consensus on the emissions sources to be included and excluded in carbon footprint calculations. 
Discussions will focus on the identification of relevant scope one, two and three emissions in the wine life cycle, and which of these can realistically be included in product footprint calculations. The project will include input from wine supply chain members involved in packaging and distribution.
The protocol will form the basis for a calculation tool to be used as an illustrative application of the protocol. Wine producers using different calculation tools will also be able to claim participation in the international industry approach if their chosen tool is shown to be consistent with the adopted industry carbon footprint protocol. 
The tender for the development of the wine industry protocol and sample calculation tool has been awarded to Provisor Pty Ltd, an Australian consultancy firm with expertise in resource accounting in the wine industry.  

The consultants will draw upon the Greenhouse Gas Protocols developed by the World Resources Institute, and the draft PAS 2050: Specification for the measurement of the embodied greenhouse gas emissions in products and services developed by BSI British Standards. The wine industry protocol and draft tool is due for completion at the end of December 2007, in time to enable participating countries to contribute to the next PAS 2050 consultation phase in February 2008.

The tool will be made available to the wine industry supply chain free of charge. Proposed future developments include a ‘live’ online calculation tool suitable for voluntary third party certification.
The wine industry partners welcome input from other wine producers and supply chain stakeholders interested in the project.
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 FIVS is an international trade federation committed to the promotion of a successful global alcohol beverage industry, operating on the principles of corporate social responsibility, sustainability, and focused on consumer interests, in an environment free from trade distorting factors of all kinds

